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Formed l;'-y likeminded residents who love
Dunchurch and its heritage and wish 1o protect and
enhancs its environmont in onder 1o make the village

a batter place to live in, work in and visi.

What a year!

s we approach the end of 2020,

we must all be hoping for a less

problematic New Year.This year
has been difficult in so many ways and
the usual community occasions that we
all look forward to and enjoy have taken
rather a ‘big hit” However, we have been
and still continue to be inventive in look-
ing for new ways to come together as
a community whilst still adhering to the
social distancing rules. One such event
is our Winter Wonderland Window trail,
the details of which can be found further
on.This will hopefully provide fun and
entertainment for old and young as well
as raising money for such a good cause.

We can’t know what 2021 will bring but
we have to move forward in the hope
that it will be a better year and one
which will enable us to resume some of

FRIENDS OF
:’-‘“‘f DUNCHURCH
& SOCIETY (FODS)

our organised community events.VWhat
we do know is that regardless, we will
continue to support each other, and we
will face it together with the same resil-
ience that we have shown this year.

Increased distribution

From this month, we are increasing our
magazine production to 1,700 copies

to include three new estates. Although
based in Cawston, the new builds in
Tilia Park, Fernwood and Poets Meadow
come within the parish of Dunchurch
and we therefore extend a warm
welcome to the residents.

‘Rocks Around the Stocks’

When we asked for your ‘Rocks
Around the Stocks’, we hoped for a
good response and we have not been
disappointed.These individual works

2 Join us at friendsofdunchurch@gmail.com
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of art created
by people of

all ages have
provided colour
and enjoyment
to so many
passers by. The
rocks have now

been removed
and are receiving
a bit of TLC to

—dy T

Four-year old Brooklyn

make sure they
are bright and loved our Rocks Around
gleaming for our  the Stocks

next Britain in
Bloom entry.Thank you to everyone
who took part.

Poppy display

Once again, our poppy display to
commemorate V] 75 and Remembrance
Sunday made quite a spectacle on

The Green.The eagle eyed among you
might have noticed that for the latter

occasion, there was no cascade of

Dunchurch remembered V| Day

poppies on the memorial. Unfortunately,
these have become rather ‘tired’ and
the arrangement has therefore been
dismantled, poppies washed, and the
cascade will be reconstructed in time
for next year.

Winter Wonderland Windows

It doesn’t come as much of a surprise
that we have been unable to repeat our
Winter Wonderland event that proved
so popular last year. However, at the
time of writing, we are able to go ahead
with our plans for Winter Wonderland
Windows and we are encouraging
Dunchurch residents and businesses

to decorate a road-facing window with
a Christmas theme for all to enjoy.
Originally intended as a Britain in Bloom
fundraiser, we thought instead we

would support the Children’s Cancer
and Leukaemia Group in memory of
Fred Bennett (see page 10). Please text
CCLG 5 FRED to 70300 to donate £5
and then email fodnews | @gmail.com
with your address.We will then produce
a map of participating properties and
just before Christmas, this will be sent
to you by email. Please submit your
details by Monday 7th December and
we will prepare the map in time for the
Christmas holidays. Let’s make this a
truly magical experience for all ages and
bring some extra sparkle to the village
during the festive period.

See www.friendsofdunchurchsociety.org for more news
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COFFEE SHOP & NURSERIES

Real Christmas trees
in stock from
1st December

o Baked treats

Open Tuesday — Sunday
from 10am

-.L"'“"' Coventry Road, Dunchurch, CV23 9JR

b il
" i
#pW™ 01788 711797

Dunchurch Village Hall and its facilities can be hired
for a variety of events - from Community Groups
Fundraising Events & Public Meelings to Weddings
Parties and Family Functions

tane, ad jIJ-"-'-1-:
l.'ﬂ'1h

For further details please contact us or visit the website:
Tel: 01788 522444
Email: jane.bookings@dunchurchsportsandvhall.co.uk
Web: www.dunchurchsportsandvhall.co.uk

HE

RUGBY FLOOR COMPANY
DUNCHURCH SHOWROOM

open m appoiniment

01788 815700

- -~
H’mﬁd floors for beautiful homes
> "

3C SOUTHAM RD | DUNCHURCH | CV22 6ML
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Hall Close orchard

We have been approached
by Chris Worman, Manager
of Rugby Borough Councils
Parks and Grounds with an
offer for FODS to maintain
the Hall Close orchard for
the benefit of the Dun-
church community.The
orchard will still remain the
property of RBC enabling
us to call upon them for
any advice and expertise S
as we work to improve the
site and create an eco/bio
wildlife area for the whole community to
enjoy. If you would like to assist with this
exciting new community project, please
email us at friendsofdunchurch@
gmail.com.We are going to need lots
of help so please do join in.

Thankful Thursdays

Whilst we do not normally permit
business advertising on the FODS
Facebook page, we did suspend this
rule for the village shops and businesses
during the month of October. Many

of them are very supportive of village
fundraising events and it is hoped that
the use of our social media page will
have helped to raise their profile and
encourage folk to support them.We are
very fortunate to have a good variety
of shops on our doorstep so let’s keep

S ee TR

Hall Close orchard: in need of some TLC

them in mind when we are doing our
Christmas shopping.

Thank you Councillor Roberts

Like many charities, our fundraising
efforts have been thwarted by the
Covid outbreak but we remain hopeful
that with the arrival of the New Year,
we will have more freedom to raise
much needed funds. In the meantime,
we are very grateful to Rugby Borough
Councillor Howard

Roberts for
awarding FODS
with a grant of
£500 towards the
cost of flora for our
Britain in Bloom
entry. This has
thrown us a ‘lifeline’

Cllr Howard Roberts

and we look

See www.friendsofdunchurchsociety.org for more news 5
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forward to putting the
money to good use as
we work to bring home
a major award in this
National competition,

representing the Heart
of England Seven
Counties in the large

Britain in Bloom:a nostalgic
look back to 2019. Fingers
crossed for 202 |

in its tip top ‘In Bloom’
winning condition. Even

| though socially distancing,
the ‘greens’ have been

village category.

Heart of England
Britain in Bloom
Certificate

We were delighted to
receive a certificate
and the following mes-
sage from the Heart of
England.

‘In recognition of your
work and efforts during
this extraordinary year, the Heart of
England in Bloom Committee are de-
lighted to award you a “What Have You
Done This Year to Make You Feel Proud”
certificate. This has without doubt been
a very testing and trying year for us all
and the committee and all of the judges
have missed visiting your entries.We are
working with RHS to ensure that we

do all that we can to come back even
stronger next year’

This certificate recognises the dedication
of our volunteers on the Gardening
Group who have throughout the
pandemic, safely maintained the village

box mowed, weeded
and the flowers planted
by the Parish Council
watered. FODS hopes
to resume our planting
schedule next year.

RHS Britain in Bloom

FODS has also received
two certificates from

Kay Clark, Community

; Development Manager of
RS (he RHS.

“Through Bloom, It’s Your Neighbour-
hood, and other community gardening
activities you have laid the strong founda-
tions that helped make your communi-
ties more resilient in these testing times.
We know that people have felt closer to
nature through lockdown and valued ac-
cess to green space so much more, and
we have heard that people are valuing
your work more than ever before!

We really have missed our opportunity
to work on our Britain in Bloom project
and hope next year, we will be able to
‘pick up where we left off! We would

6 Join us at friendsofdunchurch@gmail.com
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i Nirsery School
Vica?;age Road Rugby

-

' “Montgssori is an education for

indebendence, preparingimet just for school
put for Iife.% .
M

“Montessori
~ | g

<. = Our new Montiessori Nursery !
), //forzages 4 months to 4 years.
opens inJanuary 2021 =

For a Nursery Prospectus
Tel: 01788 877010 or email

places@rugbymontessori.co.uk
www.rugbymontessorinurseryschool.co.uk
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love others to join us in our
efforts to win ‘The Best Kept
Village’ category.All ages and
abilities are most welcome and

to produce a diverse and in-
formative publication and we
look forward to hearing your
news in 2021.

if you, or your family would

like to be involved with this community
project, please email us. Be assured, a
warm welcome awaits you.Thank you.

Finally

We would like to thank everyone who
has contributed articles and information
for our village magazine throughout the
year.Your submissions have enabled us

We would also like to thank
all those who have placed adverts ena-
bling us to continue distribution of the
magazine, free of charge to every house-
hold in the parish of Dunchurch.Your
support is very much appreciated.

All that remains now is to wish everyone
a very enjoyable Christmas and a very
happy and healthy New Year.

Dunchurch Festival Group

nsurprisingly, 2020 has been a

very quiet year for the DFG and

we have missed bringing you
our usual ‘medley’ of events. However,
Christmas wouldn’t be the same without
the Christmas tree on The Green (this is
paid for by the Parish Council) and our
DFG working party will be ensuring that
it is in place during the first week of De-
cember.The usual trees above the busi-
nesses in the centre of the village will
also be installed and illuminated for all to
enjoy as they pass through the village.

Dependent on government restrictions,
Santa hopes to be out and about on his

musical sleigh, accompanied by an elf or

two who will be collecting for charity. If

you give generously, they promise not to
sing!

Obviously, we are hoping that the New
Year will bring us more freedom to
reinstate our calendar of events but in
the meantime, we wish you all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Rugby About Turn

There is no doubt, the Rugby landscape is
undergoing dramatic changes and with the
forthcoming development of houses on the
border of Dunchurch and the industrial
estate near Thurlaston, the impact on our
village is going to be significant. Richard
Allanach of Rugby About Turn does much to
demystify the plans for these developments
and you can keep up to date with all of the
latest news by registering for his newsletters
on richardallanach@aol.com The Rugby
About Turn Facebook page is also most
informative and can be viewed at https://m.
facebook.com/groups/rugbyaboutturn

8 Join us at friendsofdunchurch@gmail.com
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Lockdown competition!

s we go to press we are at the

start of a second nationwide

lockdown.We are sure, just like
Alan Merrick (see page 24)
we are all looking for ways
to make this time more in-
teresting. Please send us any
photos, drawings or even a
paragraph or two about how [&
you have been passing the
time or have been inspired
to try something new.VWe
would love to hear from folk
of all ages.

The prize? We will print

our favourite
submissions

in our next
issue due out
in March. In
the meantime,
here are just
a few photos
taken dur-

ing the last

lockdown.

= : - We started recycling for
We still laughed We found ways to keep fit Britain in Bloom

See www.friendsofdunchurchsociety.org for more news 9
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Fred Bennett ‘Don’t Look

Down’

arlier this year, a bright light went
Eout in Dunchurch and |4-year-old

Fred Bennett sadly died from Acute
Lymphoblastic Leukaemia.

As Halloween was Fred’s favourite time
of year, mum Louise took the opportu-
nity to use the occasion to raise funds
for the Children’s Cancer and Leukaemia
Group and two fundraising initiatives
began.The first,a |3-point plan designed
by Louise, was based around Halloween
games in your own home, and the sec-
ond was a pumpkin trail around the vil-
lage. The trail ended at Dunchurch Park
Hotel where free hot chocolate was
provided for the children and discounted
food and drinks for the adults. Thank you
to the hotel for supporting this fundrais-
er and to artistic genius Mark Udall for
producing such a wonderful map for us
all to follow. Both of these events pro-
vided great fun for adults and youngsters
alike and all over Dunchurch, pumpkins

were dis-
played, and

# windows were
1 decorated in

memory of
Fred.

However, it is still not too late to donate
in Fred’s memory. Make your donation at
https://specialnamefunds.

blackbaud-sites.com/fred-bennetts-

dont-look-down-fund

or simply text CCLG 5 FRED to 70300
to donate £5.An amazing £3,600 has
already been raised, but let’s raise more!

Louise has also started a childhood
bereavement blog and you may subscribe
to this at https://dontlookdown.
blog/#subscribe. In this, Louise explains
so eloquently the feelings that come
with every parent’s nightmare — the loss
of a child.We wish her every success
with her fundraising and her blog which
will do much to raise awareness of a

parent’s grief and how

Ok e
Larces and
Leukae-Tia

others may respond
when offering support.

10 Join us at friendsofdunchurch@gmail.com
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A few of the
photos uploaded
to FODS
Facebook page

See www.friendsofdunchurchsociety.org for more news




Wan da Fashions

As the festive season approaches,
we welcome all customers to enjoy a relaxed
shopping experience whilst browsing our many
Christmas gift ideas.

Find us ﬁ Wanda Fashions@TheGreenDunchurch
The Old Bank House, The Green, Dunchurch CV22 6NX
T: 01788 522021 E: paula@wandafashions.com

Wombles Wheels

_ are still providing a servlce_:

to meet your Lo
requirements,

R. Woerner Trading as Womblés

We-'WiEhT’fa ELE ] Wheels, specialises-in long’ *
(m- cusmmers for thell' distance work but short trips ¢an

suppgrt of Iacal__, 4 be considered.
business." . »" 07979 032 068 or

01788 811 723 (%m-5pm)

9 YEARS EXPERIENCE » CRB CHECKED  Email: robin.woerner@hotmail.co.uk
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Dunchurch Pantomaniacs

By Sue Protheroe

ince our last magazine article, the

Dunchurch Pantomaniacs have

made two further charitable dona-
tions using the profits raised from previ-
ous shows.

The first,a cheque for £250, has been
given to the National Trust in memory
of Sue Pearce who sadly passed away

in August.An original songstress of

our chorus, Sue and husband Les (our
Technical Director), have been an ever-
present part of our Panto family and we
keep both of them in our thoughts.

A further donation of £250 has been
made to the ‘Don’t Look Down’ fund-
raiser in memory of 14-year-old Fred
Bennett who sadly lost his life earlier
this year to Acute Lymphoblastic Leu-
kaemia. Let’s hope that a cure is found
soon so that no other child or family
has to suffer the consequences of this
terrible illness. (Text CCLG 5 FRED to
70300 to donate £5.)

Finally, for the first time in 32 years,
there won’t be a village pantomime to
look forward to in January. For those
involved in these productions, this is a
great disappointment to us but one that
has been a unanimous decision. Despite
our best efforts, it became clear that
with the uncertainties surrounding the

Covid- 19 outbreak, we
could not guarantee the
safety of our members or our audi-
ences and this has always been a prior-
ity. Instead, we are looking forward to
2022 when we will bring you the mad
cap capers of ‘The Pie-Rats of Penzance’
which will be yet another original script
and a ‘world premiére!” Until then, we
can’t wait to shout ‘it’s behind you’ to
the problematic Covid year of 2020.

See www.friendsofdunchurchsociety.org for more news 13
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Dunchurch Parish Council

by Gill Peacock, Clerk

hen | last submitted a piece

to FODS magazine in July, |

mentioned that | had been
working from home during the Covid-19
pandemic, fully expecting that | would
be safely ensconced back in the Parish
Office when | next sent an article! Obvi-
ously though, | have not been able to do
this, nor open the community library.

Despite this, | have been busy and have
submitted three important consulta-
tions which will ultimately influence the
potential for further development in and
around Dunchurch. One is the revised
Draft SW Rugby Supplementary Planning
Document and can be found on www.
rugby.gov.uk/swrugby.The revised
draft includes amendments made fol-
lowing changes to the national planning
policy guidance and representations re-
ceived during the public consultation last
year.The other two consultations con-
cern major changes to the planning sys-
tem and could potentially put pressure
on rural areas once again: see WWWw.gov.
uk/government/consultations/plan-
ning-for-the-future. Running alongside
this consultation is another one looking
at ‘planning short-term proposals and in-
creasing the threshold for permissions in
principle’ www.gov.uk/government/
consultations/changes-to-the-
current-planning-system.

Regarding planning, DPC has

also reactivated the Dunchurch Neigh-
bourhood Plan Steering Group follow-
ing lockdown, and this is really, really
important in respect of future develop-
ment in and around Dunchurch, amongst
other things.When the Plan is adopted
by RBC, it is classed as a material consid-
eration when approving planning permis-
sions. If you would like to be involved in
this friendly group, please contact me.

DPC commissioned nine vehicle activated
signs in Dunchurch to be repaired and
they are all now functioning properly.We
are looking into possibly harvesting data
from a SIM card in the signs.

A Dunchurch Community Speed Watch
Group has been set up by councillors
and four more people have already vol-
unteered, making a total of twelve vol-
unteers. If you would like to help, please
get in touch with me or any councillor.

DPC has procured a defibrillator which
has been installed on the wall under-
neath the Dunchurch Library sign.

One of the most important tasks the
DPC undertakes is to respond to plan-
ning applications each month.These can
usually be seen via the minutes on the
DPC website and the Rugby Borough
Council Planning Portal https://plan-
ning.agileapplications.co.uk/rugby/

14 Join us at friendsofdunchurch@gmail.com
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search-applications.

Details of income and expenditure can
be found on the council website https://
dunchurchpc.org/agendas-and-
minutes.php, together with the latest
finance reports.At 30 September there
was £232,446 in the current account
and £26,500 in the deposit account.The
website is being redeveloped, and will
contain much more information and we
hope, be a lot easier to navigate when it
is completed.

During lockdown, DPC councillors have
been working tirelessly on various tasks
and projects, including commission-

ing a structural report to protect the
thatched bus shelter and the cleaning of
the war memorial and statue.

Unfortunately, Ken Knott resigned from
the Parish Council in September and
we would like to take the opportunity
to thank him publicly for all of his hard
work and commitment on behalf of the
community — he will be sadly missed!

Dunchurch Community Library

| have been keeping in touch with
the very valued library volunteers
to see how they have managed
during the Covid-19 pandemic.
Some are raring to come back and
some are naturally a little apprehensive.
Protecting both volunteers and

members of the public is paramount, and
the situation seems to keep changing
with alarming regularity! DPC is looking
at ways we can mitigate the risks, but for
the time-being Dunchurch Community
Library will have to remain closed, as
many community managed libraries in
the area are. | will let you know when
the library will re-open.

Community Grants

Applications for the Parish Council com-
munity grants are invited from social
organisations in Dunchurch. Applicants
must be not-for-profit organisations
with a constitution and a bank account,
and which publish their accounts, where
applicable.The grants applied for should
show a benefit mainly to the residents
of Dunchurch parish.Applications not
conforming to these criteria will not be
considered.

Please ask for an application form
(explaining the criteria in more detail)
from the Clerk and ensure it is received
by email or post at Dunchurch Library,
School Street, Dunchurch, CV22 6PA
by 5pm on Friday || December.

DPC has been holding Zoom
meetings each month since 23
June.The next full DPC Zoom

meeting will be on Monday || January
2021, starting at 7pm.

Clerk: Gill Peacock, tel: 01926 814491 or 07474 70506 1. email clerk@dunchurchpc.org
Chair:Tracey Price email: tracey.price@dunchurchpc.org

See www.friendsofdunchurchsociety.org for more news 15
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DUNCHURCH CHIROPRACTIC chiropractic

We've got
your back this
festive season

OUR CHIROPRACTOR CAN HELP WITH:

» Sciatica » Leg & Knee Pain
« Back & Neck » Babies with
Pain symptoms of

» Shoulder Pain Colic or Reflux

» Hip & Pelvis Pain " Sports Injuries

» Headaches & » Sporting
Migraines Performance
» SPD & » And much

: more...
Pregnancy Pain ks

BOOK AN APPOINTMENT

01788 810713
www.fysikal.co.uk

M

GIFT VOUCHERS HATURAL.
AVAILABLE, INTUITIVE. SCIENCE.



Update on Dunchurch Model
Village >> ﬂﬂTﬁ

By Julia Sanders
ince our very successful first showing of DUHCH URC H
the Dunchurch Model Village in July (see /

front cover), there has been plenty of
activity and we now have |3 new build-
ings to add to the village including Wanda’s

dress shop, The Huntsman, the Village Hall
and several cottages.We had hoped to have
the village on show in the Village Hall in
November, but sadly Covid has put a stop
to this. However, as soon as the weather
improves in the spring, we hope to have

another outdoor showing of the models.

Many thanks to all those who have helped
to make the village and if you still have

a model at
home, please

contact us via
the Dunchurch
Model Village
Facebook page.

See www.friendsofdunchurchsociety.org for more news 17
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Who will he be?

As Christmas approaches, our thoughts turn to what
character our dear Lord John will be dressed as. We

wait with bated breath but in the meantime, it seems
an ideal time to start a new three-part history of the

gentleman himself.

Lord John Douglas Montagu Douglas

Scott — Part 1

By Freda Bennett

The Montagu family owned exten-
sive estates, mainly in Northamp-
tonshire, their principal seat being
Boughton House near Kettering.VWhen
the Dukedom became extinct, the estate
passed to a daughter, Elizabeth who, in
1767 married Henry Scott, 3rd Duke

of Buccleuch.The Scotts of Buccleuch,
one of the great Scottish families owned
immense estates. Elizabeth outlived

both her husband and her son and upon
her death in 1827, she bequeathed the
estates in the Dunchurch area to her
grandson, Lord John Scott. At that time,
these estates covered more than 4,000
acres and included Dunchurch, Cawston
and Newnham Regis.

The Rt. Hon. John Douglas Montagu
Douglas Scott was born in 1809, the 3rd
son of the 4th Duke of Buccleuch and
was only 10 years old when his father
died from tuberculosis at Lisbon. After
being educated at Eton and serving in
the Grenadier Guards, he was elected

Conservative MP for the county of Rox-
burghshire and remained in parliament
until 1837.

Although he had another residence,
Caroline Park near Edinburgh, (one of
the seats of the Duke of Buccleuch),

he often resided at Cawston, becoming
interested and involved in the local area
and was elected one of the Trustees of
Rugby School. Lord John Scott was a
well known sportsman and kept a rac-
ing stable at Cawston. He was a keen
angler, a yachtsman of some repute and
his yacht, ‘Flower of Yarrow’ was one of
the fastest afloat at that time in British
waters.

On 16 March 1836, Lord John married
Alicia Anne Spottiswoode, elder daughter
of John Spottiswoode Esquire of Spot-
tiswoode, Berwickshire. Lady John Scott,
described as a noted beauty, was greatly
interested in Scottish history and was a
songwriter and composer, known chiefly
for the tune,‘Annie Laurie’, to which the

18 Join us at friendsofdunchurch@gmail.com
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Last year’s statue — Olaf from Frozen;
(inset) as depicted in the Model Village

words of a 17th century poet,Wil-
liam Douglas were set. Her motto was
‘Haud, (hold) fast by the past’.

Lord John was very much associated
with Rev. John Sandford’s time in the
village of Dunchurch and was gener-

ous with his time and funds. They were
both committed to the welfare of the
local people and especially the education
of the children. Lord John donated land
for the National School for Girls and
Infants and was the chief subscriber to
its building. Lord John died without issue,
in his 51st year on the 31st January 1860.

To be continued

Established for 33 years, we are situated in the 5% The Square, Dunchurch,

Rugby, Warwickshire CVZ2 6NU

heart of Dunchurch "‘"“Iage' Email: amflorist i @outlook com

Lots of Covid-19 special offers to wish ©0
everyone a joyful festive season. 01788 521 881

www.amflorist1.wixsite.com



ONLEY FARM

SHOP & BUTCHERY

OPENING HOURS
Tuesday & Wednesday
9am - 4pm
Thursday & Friday

Friendly butchers shop with quality meats and award winning beef 9am - 5pm

Wide selection of local and artisan foods, gifts and bespoke hampers. ;aariu_riag;
Sundays in December
9am - 4pm

FIND US
Located on the A45
between Willoughby and
Dunchurch

Onley Grounds Equestrian

Complex, Onley Grounds

Farm, Willoughby, Rugby,
CV23 8AJ

Locally produced Christmas
poultry and quality meats.

Orders now being taken. Last orders for
Christmas hampers

How to contact us

* New online shop for butchery products and our full ‘ Cs°"te°g°"1f;?|’1“
. . aturday
selection of Christmas meat hampers December
www.onleygroundsfarmshop.co.uk Home deliveries
‘ available until
* Facebook https://www.facebook.com/onleyfarmshop/ ‘ 12th December.
Collection only
* Contact us on (01926) 888318 Monday to Friday 9 to 5 [ thereafter.
i (extended deliveries
* Email us sales@onleyoak.co.uk for offers. available for those

sheilding and

vulnerable)

Shop still open for purchases but observing social distancing measures.

www.onleygroundsfarmshop.co.uk . onleyfarmshop . @onleyfarmshop

e Our new butchers and
owr 0| l@ll opening in Dunchurch

BUTCHERS

rll village in November 2020

Onley Grounds Farm Shop will remain open as normal
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Charlie takes a short
cut!

orried that social
distancing was going to
affect fundraising for the

Macmillan Cancer Support coffee
mornings, Charlie Stevenson decided
to take drastic action and signed up
instead for ‘Brave the Shave!

‘For a long time now, | have thought
about shaving my head to cross it
off my bucket list but have always been
too scared! Consequently, | thought this
was now the perfect time to sign up to
Macmillan's Brave the Shave campaign’

Ready for the cut

As can be seen from the photos, Charlie
did overcome her fears and on Friday
25th September, in memory of her
beloved Aunty Karen and in support of
others going through cancer treatment,
Charlie did indeed ‘Brave the Shave’ to
stunning results.

No going back!

At the time of writing, Charlie has
‘smashed’ her £500 target and raised

a wonderful £2,455 and would like to
thank everyone for their incredible
generosity and support especially in such
hard times.

Well done Charlie.We definitely think
you are ‘a cut above!” Donations may
still be made at:

https://bravetheshave.macmillan.
org.uk/shavers/charlie-stevenson

é_b WE DISCOVER, WE GROW

Glrlgmdmg

See www.friendsofdunchurchsociety.org for more news 21



100 BUSINESS CARDS
ONLY £10.00 (+VAT)*

Printed full colour, double sided on 350gsm stock

ﬁsoo A5 LEAFLE Sy
ONLY £25 00* N

‘1 The :
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Living the good life
By Paul Sanders

ext year (2021) will be the 10th

anniversary of the launching of

Dunchurch Allotment Association,
an organisation formed by tenants on the
allotments on Coventry Road.The site is
believed to be the original Poor Plots and
has been an allotment location for hun-
dreds of years — the occasional discovery
of the remains of clay pipe parts would
confirm that.With over ninety plots and
associated paths, two communal green-
houses and communal sheds, members
of the Association work hard to maintain
and improve the site in addition to pro-
viding services to members.

Each year the Association engages its
members in projects which develop a
greater sense of community, ranging
from building bird boxes to publishing an
allotment cookbook.The Asso-
ciation is also active in the local
community, raising funds for the
Dunchurch Festival Group, deliv-
ering excess produce to people in
need and giving talks
on gardening

DUNCHURCH VILLAGE MAGAZINE

It is noticeable
how the demand
for allotments has
increased over the last six months with
requests for a plot being received almost
every fortnight. In April there were two
people on the waiting list; this has risen
to nineteen in October.This is reflected
nationally where applications for allot-
ments in England have soared during
the coronavirus pandemic as consum-
ers seek to embrace ‘the good life’ and
grow their own fruit and vegetables
during lockdown. It is also noticeable
how those enjoying an allotment have
changed in the last decade; allotments
are no longer the preserve of retired
men but we now have a diverse com-
munity including many families who have
taken on a plot to work together
in an endeavor and teach their

| children about food, a healthy
diet and lifestyle.

For more information see www.
dunchurchallotments.org.uk

See www.friendsofdunchurchsociety.org for more news 23
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Time to reflect

he enforced ‘lockdown’ we

experienced this year gave many

of us more time to reflect and
perhaps look at other ways of spending
our time in isolation. This was certainly
true of Alan Merrick who having been
furloughed, used his time to re-awaken
his love and passion for art.

Wandering with his family around the
beautiful grounds of Dunchurch Park
Hotel,Alan was so inspired by the
serenity and beauty of the vista that he
painted the stunning picture of the hotel
you can see on the facing page.The glori-
ous wisteria which is shown in full bloom
and cascading over the ancient doorway,
captures perfectly the exact time of

the lockdown. So grateful was Alan to
manager Stuart McNeil for allowing use
of the grounds at such an unprecedented
time, he has since gifted the painting to
the hotel as a thank you.
Stuart has since con-
firmed that the painting
is now on display in the
reception area for all to
enjoy.

Surely many of us share
Alan’s gratitude for the
opportunity to wander
these beautiful grounds.
As Alan explains, ‘We
were able to have our

first social distancing meeting with our
daughter and two-year-old grandson and
feel safe and comfortable but once again
enjoy the space and freedom. | don’t
think we realised what we had on our
doorstep’

Many of us would agree with Alan’s senti-
ments and may even go further to say
that the hotel grounds are the ‘jewel in
the Dunchurch crown!

Copies of Alan’s painting, are available
from the hotel. However, more of Alan’s
work, such as the amazing tiger below,
may be seen on his Instagram page
a.g.merrick_arts.To buy any of these or
if you would like a bespoke painting, con-
tact him on a.merrické | @gmail.com.

We wish Alan every success and look
forward to seeing more of his paintings

on display.
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Prints of the painting can be purchased —

This painting of Wisteria in ¢ C"I_,/'
full bloom over the doorway

at Dunchurch Park Hotel

during lockdown is now on display
in the hotel's reception area.

Take a visit to the hotel, enjoy a
beautiful walk in the grounds and
have a lovely coffee, afternoon tea,
drink or meal — and have a look at
my painting too. | hope you like it
and it brings back some memories
for you.

also welcome commissions.

To see more of my work please check my Instagram page a.g.merrick_arts l@l

To purchase any of the paintings, or to commission a bespoke painting, please
email me at a.merrick61@gmail.com or call 07828 195864
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~WATER ~
SAILING CLUB

Sailing - Windsurfing —~ Powerboating ~ Paddleboarding
Taster Sessions & training courses suitable from beginner level

Southam Road, Kites Hardwick, Rugby, CV23 8AB www.draycolewater.co.uk 01788 811153

Put a Spring in your step by
signing up to one or more of
our inspiring classes in 2021.

5t Matthews Street, Rugby CV21 3BY
Tel: 01788 542467
Email: contact@percival-guildhouse.co.uk

T ]

fFor our spring 1 i‘:ﬂ

hru:hum g :?!:nnﬂs_ﬂ_-,':_fbl"f 1;:;

archabBRE===" 0 o rly | A

et D ooking frO sl 3
~ petails @ pecember: -

&
e _) -

. W

Rugby Road
Newsagent

Newspaper delivery
to village &
surrounding
areas

* Lottery e
* Groceries &&= =
* Penny sweets P
* Friendly, helpful staff!

Open from éam to 6pm
Monday - Friday
7am to 5pm Saturday
Tam to | lam Sunday

19 Rugby Road, Dunchurch CV22 6PG
Telephone: 01788 810422
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Doctors in Dunchurch

Part 7:The 1980s

By Dr John Airlie Hunter, Dunchurch
GP 1963-1998 and Dr lan Czerniewski,
Dunchurch GP since 1991

rs Blundstone and Hunter contin-

ued to serve the growing popula-

tion of Dunchurch and southern
Rugby through the 1970s but as housing
increased, the practice list expanded and
it became apparent that a third doctor
would be needed. Dunchurch doctors had
hitherto been male.The first female Brit-
ish doctor, Elizabeth Garrett Anderson,
qualified in 1865 but men still dominated
the profession for another century. Only
20% of medical students were women in
1950, but today women outnumber men
as medical students and as GPs.

When Dr Penny Holcroft joined the
practice in 1981 she became the first
female GP in Dunchurch.An established
local doctor with a particular interest

in child health, Dr Holcroft also worked
in the Community Child Health Clinic

in Bilton. Paediatric Surveillance, as it
came to be known, was assimilated into
practices in the late 80s and continues to
this day. Rather than reacting to illness,
the process was intended to proactively
seek out potential problems and address
them early. Dr Holcroft later developed
an interest and expertise in homeopa-
thy which added a further dimension to

b HWthh Dunchurch Surgery Staff 1991

Sated, Mo r) Dr Hal roft,r Blundstone and

patient care and choice.

Another development in 1980s general
practice was the introduction of com-
puters.The potential to record (legible!)
notes, produce accurate prescriptions
quickly and to audit and analyse data was
enormous, though the early pre-Windows
systems were quite basic. Computer sys-
tems evolved rapidly and by 2004 all new
GP records in Dunchurch were electronic.

The NHS and Community Care Act
1990 led to more changes, the introduc-
tion of an ‘internal-market’ in the NHS
with a ‘Purchaser/Provider split’ and GPs
cast as ‘Fundholders’ (purchasers) and
hospitals as providers.This new financial
market ideology would dominate health
services for the next 30 years.

In Dunchurch, the premises which had
seemed so generous in 1967 were once
again bulging at the seams and in the late
80s the doctors invested considerable
time and effort to locate and obtain a
plot and make plans for a new surgery.
Would they succeed?

See www.friendsofdunchurchsociety.org for more news
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Dunchurch Soc1a1 Club

Open to the public

and welcomes families

e Two function rooms
available to hire free

of charge

* Beer garden

The Square, Dunchurch, Rugby CV22 6NU
Tel 01788 811177

Follow us on Facebook for up-to-date
promotions and events

DUNCHURCH

WHY WORK FROM HOME?
OFFICE SPACE TO RENT

Small modern office approx. 250sq ft
Central village location

Situated within the grounds of
Village Green House, The Green,

Dunchurch

Access to separate kitchen and

washroom facilities

BT provision

Flexible lease terms and rent

More information and viewing

Contact: Barbara Harris 07837 182114 email: info@vghrugby.co.uk
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School news

By lan Dewes, Executive Headteacher

he last time |

wrote | mentioned

the unusual times
we were in and the
impact this had had on
the day-to-day life of the
village’s two schools.With
the pandemic still loom-
ing over us, it’s hard to
not write about anything
else and | wonder how
much longer it will be
before we become used
to the unusual. Certainly,
the children have been
their usual adaptable
selves and | am grateful to
my colleagues who have
worked to put in place

dozens of changes to our
procedures. Despite the
challenges though, attend-
ance remains nearly as
high as pre-Covid levels
and the children are mak-
ing excellent progress

in their learning. Of just
as much importance is
the fact that they have
enjoyed settling into their
new year groups and hav-
ing fun with their class-
mates in a way that sadly
wasn’t possible for much
of the summer term.We
have also been able to
utilise extra funding from
the government to help

children catch up from
missed schooling; each
school has been able
to recruit an addi-
tional teacher.

An important time of
the year is Christmas

This beautiful artwork
hangs in the infant
school and was
created (pre Covid)

A by the children with
the help of local artist
Janet Watson

and we are determined
to make this an enjoy-
able time for the pupils
as well as honouring
traditions we have held
for many years.At the
time of writing it is the
October half-term, but
by the time you read this
we will have had children
rehearsing various Christ-
mas performances for a
few weeks.These will be
videoed and shared with
families as halls packed
with spectating parents
and grandparents are not
possible. Other events
such as the Christmas
Fun Day at Dunchurch
Infants and Nursery and
the Christmas Fayre at
Dunchurch Boughton
Juniors will still take place,
but with their own
modifications.
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Christmas Greetings from the Churches of
Dunchurch & Thurlaston

A joint message from Rev Pat Townshend and Rev Dave Woods
“For today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11)

A Christmas Message — Is Christmas Cancelled?

We may wonder — is Christmas cancelled this year? Absolutely not! Think of the effort made
by those who inaugurated this annual celebration: Mary and Joseph with an uncomfortable
journey while Mary was heavily pregnant; shepherds abandoning their flocks in the middle of
the night; wise men travelling many miles on potentially dangerous roads; Jesus himself, born

in a draughty stable with a feeding trough for his bed. Aren’t we likewise going to make every
effort to celebrate the birth of our Saviour despite the restrictions imposed upon us; despite
the extra hardship we may be facing; despite how much we miss freely meeting together; de-
spite, even, the sadness of missing loved ones? We may find ourselves in difficult times, but let’s
give thanks to the God who loved us so much that he sent his Son to die for us,and who is as

close to us now as ever, wanting to give us comfort and strength. Yes, let’s celebrate — if not
quite in the accustomed way, at least in our hearts, thankful for God’s ever-present help.

Christmas Services

St Peter’s, Dunchurch &
St Edmond’s, Thurlaston

Christmas Eve crib service:
this will not take place as
before but we are looking

at a way of celebrating this
on-line.We will publish details
on our website and on our
Facebook page as soon as we
have them!

Christmas Eve midnight
service: | 1:00pm at St Peter’s.
There will be no singing,

but we will have Christmas
music and the service will be
streamed live on our Face-
book page.

Christmas Day: 9:00am at
St Edmund’s & St Peter’s;
10:30am at St Peter’s, also
streamed live.

27th December: 10:30 at St
Peter’s.

Please note that as space
is limited, it is ESSENTIAL
to book for these services.
Booking will open on
Eventbrite mid-December.
When it is available, we
will advertise the link on
the church door and on
social media. Because of
regulations, we cannot
admit more people than
safely allowed. Face masks
will be compulsory.

Dunchurch Baptist
Church

Our weekly online services
are available every Sunday
from 10.30am.You can join

in at service.dunchurch-
baptistchurch.org.uk or go
directly to www.youtube.
com and search for ‘DBC
Digital’.

Online Christmas specials are
as follows:

All-age Christmas service:
Sunday |3 December
Carol service:

Sunday 20 December

Christmas Day celebration:
Friday 25 December
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News from the Churches

St Peter’s Church

It’s been a difficult year for everyone, but
at St Peter’s we have been very blessed,
firstly with our Zoom services and,
since July, with church services twice on
Sunday, the second one being streamed
on Zoom for those still unable to attend
church.We have been able to continue
some of our weekly groups and have
expanded into ‘Buddy groups’ to enable
people to keep track of each other
more easily and our members have been
mutually supportive with shopping for

and encouraging those who are shielding.

As a new year comes into view, with
hopes that one day there may be a
return to some sort of normal, we
begin to consider what we have learnt
from this time and hope we can use our
new-found skills to continue to encour-
age and reach out to one another.We
look at new ways of being part of the
community and reaching out and would
welcome suggestions.

Dunchurch Baptist Church

Church is a gathering of people; it is
relationships, community, shared stories,
glories, joy and sorrow.A family. In these
challenging times we’ve had to adapt our
church activities. Our services moved
online and many of our social events
have moved onto Zoom.We'’ve missed

our times meeting, singing and talking
together, but we've learned to come
together in new ways.We've been pray-
ing for each other throughout; continu-
ing our house group meetings on Zoom;
keeping in touch by telephone and social
media and visiting each other from a safe
social distance. Sometimes maybe the
distance has brought us closer together.
God keeps working and loving!

We are of course carrying on with our
building project, steadily getting on with
fitting out the inside of the new church
building. There’s still a way to go and still
money to raise but we are hopeful that
we will be in the building by September
2021.We're excited that one day in the
not-too-distant future we can share our
new building with the rest of the village.

Dunchurch Churches Together
- Holiday at Home

By Bob Fricker

The organisers of the Holiday at Home
outings and get-togethers are very sorry
but obviously the Covid-19 pandemic has
thwarted all our attempts to hold any
events in 2020 and also, we suspect going
forward into 2021. Please be assured
though, as soon as permitted, and we

feel that all of us would be comfortable
attending, we will be organising events again.

We look forward to meeting up with you all
again and pray you keep safe.

See www.friendsofdunchurchsociety.org for more news 31
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Friends of Dunchurch Society
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme

In association with Rugby Borough NHW Scheme

RuesY

Dunchurch Neighbourhood Watch Plus

eighbourhood
Watch is primarily
involved in alerting

people to crimes within
Dunchurch, but neigh-
bourly support within
communities can greatly
assist in the prevention of
local crime.

There is a fine balance to
be struck between being a
supportive neighbour and
being a nosey parker! The
first steps involve getting
to know your neighbours
by chatting to them in the
street or garden and by
joining in any street social
activities. Once trust has
been built up, you can
begin to look out for each
other.You might consider:

* Exchanging mobile
phone numbers

* Making contact via
Messenger (or similar)

* Asking people to keep
an eye open if you are
going to be away

but do not put such
information on
social media

* Asking people to mes-
sage you if they have
any concerns about
your property.

If you are unlucky

enough to have neigh-

bours you do not trust,
you should be careful
about what informa-
tion, if any, you give
them.

Other things we can all do

include:

* Reporting anti-social
activities. Go to www.
warwickshire.police.
uk and click on Report

* Noting the registration
numbers of any suspi-
cious vehicles

* Uploading to Warwick-
shire Police any CCTV
or dashcam footage
of suspicious activity.
www.warwickshire.

police.uk

* posting details on the
Friends of Dunchurch
Society (FODS) Face-
book page.

Try and make a note of
the time of any incident
and any other details such
as car make, colour etc.
The more details you can
give the better.

If you witness a crime
being committed dial 999
to report it but never
try to deal with it
yourself.

Dial 101 if you suspect
that a crime has been
committed previously
and you wish to provide
information.

Dial 0800 555 111
(Crimestoppers) if you
wish to provide informa-
tion anonymously.

Thank you for supporting
your Dunchurch Neighbour-
hood Watch team.
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Dunchurch community directory

Covid-19: Please contact the organiser for up-to-date information

Badminton Group

Dunchurch Village Hall, Monday
7.30pm

judge.patricia@googlemail.com
Pat Judge 01788 810253
Carol Seager 01788 814178

Beavers Boys and girls aged 5% — 8 www.dunscout.org.uk

Mondays and Tuesdays at the Scout  join@dunscout.org.uk

hut Done Cerce Close.
Cubs Boys and girls aged 8 — 102 www.dunscout.org.uk

Wednesdays at the Scout hut, Done  join@dunscout.org.uk

Cerce Close.
Dunchurch Situated on Coventry Rd www.dunchurchallotments.org.uk
Allotment admin@dunchurchallotments.org.uk
Association Secretary Paul Sanders 01788 811744

Dunchurch and
Bilton Cricket Club

Based as Dunchurch Village Hall
Rugby Rd.

https://dunchurchbilton.play-cricket.com

Dunchurch and
Thurlaston WI

Meetings 2nd Thursday of each
month, 7.30pm at the WI Hall,
Southam Rd.

Anne Gilbert 01788 811837
annegilbert| @hotmail.com

Dunchurch Band

Senior and training band

www.dunchurchband.co.uk
dunchurch.band |00@yahoo.com

Dunchurch Baptist
Church

Currently meeting at the Dunchurch
Methodist Church, Cawston Lane.

www.dunchurchbaptistchurch.org.uk
Minister Dave Woods 01788 810132
davewoods@dunchurchbaptistchurch.org.uk
Secretary Claire Siddaway 01788 815752
secretary@dunchurchbaptistchurch.org.uk

Dunchurch
Boughton C of E
(VA) Junior School

Primary education situated in Dew
Close

www.dunchurchjuniorschool.org.uk
admin339 | @welearn365.com
01788811028

Dunchurch
Community Library

School Street

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/dunchurchlibrary
dunchurchlibrary@btconnect.com
01788 811355

Dunchurch Festival
Group

Organise fete and other events.
Meetings third Monday of each
month 7.30pm at the village hall.

www.dunchurchevents.org
Rob Collings 01788 817307
mashedspud | @gmail.com

Dunchurch Health
Walks

Tuesday 2pm, Friday 10.30,
Ist Sunday of month 10.30.
Meet at war memorial

Pearl Bennet
01788 810367

Dunchurch Infant
School and Nursery

Nursery children are taken from
aged 2yrs 9months. Other year
groups, Reception, year | and 2

www.dunchurchinfantschoolandnursery.co.uk
office@dunchurchinfants.co.uk
01788 810292
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Dunchurch
Pantomaniacs

Organise and perform annual village
panto in January. Rehearsals begin in
October.

paul.lepoidevin@btinternet.com
sueprotheroe@ymail.com

Dunchurch Parish

Council

PC office based in the Library.
Open Tuesday and Thursdays
10am — 1.00pm

clerk@dunchurchpc.org
01788 817550 or 07474 70506

Dunchurch
Photographic
Society

Meetings held at WI Hall, Southam
Road

www.dunchurchps.com
secretary@dunchurchps.com

Dunchurch Surgery

Dunsmore Heath (off Rugby Rd)

www.dunchurchsurgery.warwickshire.nhs.uk
01788 522448

Dunchurch Village
Hall

Rugby Road

jane.bookings@dunchurchsportsandvhall.co.uk
01788 522444

Dunchurch Voices

Ladies choir meet Wednesdays,
7.30pm at the infant school.

Barbara Davies 07890 659857

First Dunchurch
Scout Group

Fun, challenge and everyday
adventure for boys and girls aged
10 2 — 14. Done Cerce Close on
Thursdays

www.dunscout.org.uk
join@dunscout.org.uk

Dunchurch
Girlguiding including
I'st Rainbows

3rd Brownies

I'st Guides

GirlGuiding girls have fun, adventure
and space to discover their potential

Age 5 —7 yrs.Wed. 3.45 — 4.45 pm
Age 7 — 11 yrs.Wed. 5 — 6.30pm
Age 10 - 14 yrs.Wed. 6.45 — 8.1 5pm

www.girlguiding.org.uk is where parents/carers
may express their daughters’ interest in joining.
Adult volunteers welcomed.

Rugby About Turn

Newsletters on local development

richardallanach@aol.com

Rugby Village Bridge
Club

EBU Affiliated. Four pairs sessions
and three practice sessions weekly
Courses/teams of four events
occasionally. Held in the club room,
Dunchurch Village Hall.

www.rugbyvillagebridge.co.uk
rugbyvillagebridge@gmail.co.uk
07710 467023

Save Dunchurch
Action Group

Fighting over development and for
an infrastructure to protect the
village from increasing traffic.

www.savedunchurch.co.uk
mabjudge@hotmail.com

St Peter’s Church

To make any amendments or to add
your Dunchurch-based, non-commercial
club or organisation, please email
friendsofdunchurch@gmail.com

Vicar: Reverend Patricia Townshend
revptownshend@gmail.com, 01788 461987
Churchwardens:

Kathryn Fowler: 07780116024 /01788311118
Thurlaston Deputy Churchwardens:

Brian Bowsher: 01788 812094
churchwarden@stpeters-dunchurch.org

Covid-19: Please contact the organiser to check if there are any changes to advertised times

See www.friendsofdunchurchsociety.org for more news
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» & PODIATRISTS

registered
www.hepe-uk.org

L9dd  Contented Soles wis
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Podiatry clinic & Shoe Fitters for all foot types

Degree Qualified HCPC Registered Podiatrist/Chiropodist

+ Nail Cutting

» Corns & Callus

» Verruca Removal

* Fungal Infections

* Ingrown Toenails

+ Heel Pain/ Plantar Fasciitis
» Gout

+ Sporting Injuries

Specialising in:

Gait Analysis/

Biomechanical Assesment

+ Bespoke Insoles using the

latest 3d scanning

technology

Nail Surgery

Steroid Injections

+ Hyaluronic Acid Injections
for Arthritis in hands and
feet

+ Dermal Fillers for painful
corns and feet

+ Bespoke Footwear

‘.'.'.ﬂhn-'

THE PERFECT FIT FOR WIDER FEET
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fashion by

Josef

THE EUROPEAN COMFORT SHOE =

ker

ISTRESS

30a The Green, Bilton, CV22 7LY 01788 877575



